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To  the  Mayor,  Alderraen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
of  Daventry. 


Your  Worship,  Mrs.  F.  Trinder  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  and  that  of  .yoar  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
your  Borough  for  19^1. 

As  previously  the  statistics  agree  generally  with 
those  of  England  and  Wales  and  there  has  only  been  one  death 
due  to  infectious  disease.  At  the  latter  end  of  this  year 
there  was  a severe  outbreak  of  Pood  Poisoning  in  Northampton- 
shire and  Daventry  was  lucky  in  only  having  two  out  of  500 
cases  from  30  local  authorities.  This  again  shows  the  need 
for  care  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food. 

The  mobile  dental  clinic  has  been  in  Daventry  and 
was  of  great  use  to  the  school  children  and  mothers  requiring 
attention.  Next  year  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  will  be 
visiting  Daventry  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  supported 
better  than  the  Clean  Pood  Campaign  was  by  the  general  public. 

Housing  as  ever  Is  the  main  problem  and  is  brought 
to  ones  notice  when  one  visits  the  homes  or  receives  letters 
from  people  in  dire  need.  The  Council  are  doing  all  that  is 
possible  in  the  building  v'lf  new  houses  and  it  remains  for  them 
to  be  built  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Again  I express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Coupe  my  Sanitary 
inspector  who  has  a difficult  task  to  please  everyone  and  yet 
be  just.  Also  my  thanks  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
their  help  and  encouragement  in  the  past  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ARTHUR  LUCAS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOROUGH  OF  DAVENTRY. 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: 

Councillor  T.R.  Webb  (Chairman),  Councillor  L.B.  Butcher  (Mayor) 
Aldermen:  D.C.  Arnull  and  R.J.  Willoughby. 

Councillors:  J.C.  DePreyne,  R.  Falconer,  H.W.C.  Richardson, 

Mrs.  P.  Trinder  and  H.  Trinder. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority; 

Arthur  Lucas,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 
also  holds  the  appointment  of 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  Rural  District  of  Daventry, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  Brackley  Borough, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  Brackley  Rural  District  Council, 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  Schools. 


Borough  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  Coupe , M . S . I . A . , C . R . S . I . 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Poods. 

Mr.  Coupe  is  also  Shops  Acts  Inspector  and  petroleum  Officer. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1951  • 


Area  (in  acres) 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3,633 

Populat ion  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

* • • 

• • • 

4,095 

Number  of  Separate  Dwellings 

• • • 

f • • 

1,204 

Rateable  Value 

• • • 

• • • 

£28,902 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

• • • 

• • • 

...  £1  08/1  3/3 

Live  Births  - Total  62 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

• t • 

15.1 

St  ill  Births  • . . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Maternal  Mortality 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Nil 

Infantile  Mortality 
Death  Rate  per 

- Total  4 

1 ,00.0  live 

births 

• • • 

64.5 

Death  from  Infectious  Diseases 

(Meningit i 

s) 

1 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

E.  & ^7. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

28 

. . ■ _3 

29 
• -2 

3 

15.1 

1 2.6 

31 

31 

. 62 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

E.  & W. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

• • 

2 

?! 

0.48 

0. 36 

— 

2 

2 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

E.  & W. 

DEATHS  (all  causes) 

28 

23 

51 

12.4 

12.5 

INFANTIT.E  MORTAI.ITY 

(Rate  per  1 

,000  live 

births) 

• 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

E.  & W. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

?! 

64.5 

29.6 

3 

1 

4 

3 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1951 


CAUSES 


Cancer 


Diabetes 


Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Coronary  Disease  ...  ... 

Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

Other  disease  of  Circulatory  System 


Bronchitis 


Pneumonia 


Nephritis 

Congenital  condition 


Suicide 


Other  Causes 


Leukaumia  ...  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 
Tuberculosis 
Meningitis  ...  ... 


Male  Female  Total 


ALL  CAUSES 


7 


3 

1 

6 

2 

1 


1 

1 


4 


1 

1 

28 


3 


2 

2 

4 

2 

4 


5 


10 


5 

3 

10 

4 

5 


1 

1 


23 


2 

1 

51 


VACCINATION 

primary 
Re-Vaccinat  ion 


PROTECTION  OF  CHILD  P0PUI.ATI0N. 


Under  1 


_ ) 


4 


5-14 


1 5 or  over 


8 


1 

6 


DIPTHERIA  IMMUNISATION . 

Under  5 


5-14 


Total 


Booster 


35 


44 


53 


Total 


9 

6 


Numbers  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation 
it  any  time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1951- 

ige  at  31.12.51  Under  1 1 2 3 4 5-9  1 0-1 4 Total 

..e.  Born  in  Year  1951  1950  1949  1948  1947  1942-46  1937-41  Under  15 


Number  Immunised 


3 


24  37  38  56 


214 


225 


597 
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SECTION  A. 


natur;\l  and  social  conditions. 


AREA. 


The  town  is  surrounded  by  a rural  area  but  has  itself  a 
somewhat  high  density  of  houses  per  acre. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

^^ile  the  Council  have  tried  to  interest  the  inhabitants  in 
community  interests  they  have  not  had  much  support  from  the  general 
public.  The  local  organisations  do  their  best  by  helping  in  the 
welfare  of  old  people  and  the  after  care  of  those  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis. 

FOrULATION. 

In  1950  was  4,240  and  this  year  is  4,095  showing  a slight 
decrease.  It  is  hoped  in  the  future  that  this  will-  increase  when 
the  town  planning  arrangements  are  known  so  that  the  Council  may 
make  plans  for  the  future  of  Daventry. 

DEATHS . 

These  were  53  in  1 950  and  in  1951  giving  a rate  of  12.4 
per  1,000  as  last  year. 

BIRTHS. 

Live  births  numbered  62  giving  a rate  of  15*5  as  corr^Dared 
with  12.6  for  England  and  V/ales. 

STILLBIRTHS. 

The  number  was  2 giving  a rate  of  .48  per  1 ,000. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

There  were  5 during  the  year. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

No  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

INFANT  MORTi\LITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  4 giving  a rate  of 
64*5  still  high  compared  with  England  and  Wales  29*6.  This 
again  emphasises  the  point  that  mothers  should  attend  the  ante- 
natal clinic  when  perhaps  some  of  these  would  have  been  prevented. 


5 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  available 
for  public  and  private  practitioners  use. 

Telephone,  Northampton  347. 

DIPTHERIA  ANTI-TOXIN. 


These  can  be  got  from  the  area  public  Health  Laboratory. 
AMBULANCE . 

For  infectious  cases  the  Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance  is  used. 
St.  Johns  Ambulance  is  used  for  other  cases. 

TREATIVIENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Abbey  Buildings  on 
the  third  Friday  of  each  month  also  the  ante-natal  clinic. 

So  far  there  is  no  permanent  dental  clinic  only  the  mobile 
dental  unit  which  visits  periodically. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  is  an  after  care  committee  to  serve  the  Borough  and 
Rural  District  and  is  entirely  voluntary. 

NURSING. 

There  are  Health  Visitors  and  nurses  to  visit  homes  as  required 
and  this  is  managed  by  the  County  Council.  Home  Helps  may  also 
be  obtained  as  required. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Report  of  V/.  Coape,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 
Borough  Sanitary  Inspector. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  accepting  the  Report 
concerning  the  dangers  from  the  remaining  private  supplies  within 
the  Borough. 

The  main  risk  concerned  with  the  supply  of  a potentially 
dangerous  water  to  a system  of  underground  tanks  in  the  various 
premises  has  recently  been  aggravated  by  the  disposal  of  faeces 
over  the  Catchment  area  from  an  establishment  adjoining  samples 
revealed  the  gravity  of  the  situation  and  informal  approaches  are 
to  be  made  to  ensure  main  connections  to  a safe  supply  for  all 
consumers. 

Real  progress  has  been  made  in  the  task  'of  affording,  piped 
water  into  the  town’ s older  houses,  together  with  the  concomitant 
fitting  of  sinks,  W.Cs,  and  works  of  drainage-.  Technical  and 
siting  difficulties  arise  on  the  distributive  side  and  in  certain 
cases  extensive  main  laying,  long  delayed  will  have  to  be  faced. 

The  standard  of  purity  is  'scrupulously  maintained,  but  the 
hardness  remains  a great  handicap  and  is  responsible  for  much 
expense  and  annoyance  to  the  consumers. 

152  houses  within  the  Borough  remain  supplied  from  stand 
pipes. 

SE'VERAGE  AI^D  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL..  >•  .■ 

This  subject  vital  to  the  well-being  and  comfort  of  the 
Borough’s  inhabitants  is  receiving  a great  deal  of  attention  from 
the  Council  and  its  officials.  The  need  for  extending  the  main 
sewers  to  unsev/ered  developed  areas  is  being  linked  with  possible 
future  development,  and  money  could  not  be  spent  to  better  purpose 
than  that  which  would  offer  sites  for  development  either  commercial, 
industrial  or  individual.  One  of  the  greatest  bottlenecks  in 
the  move  to  re-habilitate  and  re-build  the  town  is  the  lack  of 
serviced  land  which  can  be  used  for  building. 

MOVEABLE  DVJELLINGS . 

The  conditions  of  licensed  caravans  are  closely  watched  and 
whilst  the  housing  situation  remains  acute  the  occupants  should 
remain  undisturbed;  ■ 

RODENT  CONTROL . 

'The  actual  treatment  of  infestations  is'  how  in  the  hands  of 
an  operative  whilst  surveys  and  inspections  as  well  as  supervision, 
stores,  records  of  treatments,  baits,  poisons,  gassing  etc  reiroains 
with  ,your  Inspector. 
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This  re-organisation  has  resulted  in  prompt  attention  to 
complaints  and  routine  sewer?  refuse  tip j sewage  works  and  water 
ways  are  carried  out  more  regularly  than  was  the  case  when  the 
whole  of  the  work  fell  upon  the  Inspector  whose  time  was  naturally 
limited.  ; . 

The  town  is  as  clear  of  rats  as  it  is  humanly  possible  to 
obtain  and  this  speaks  well  .of  the  ploicy  of  using  the  modern 
methods  and  poisons  which  are  extremely  efficacious. 

SCAVENGING . 

This  service  is  one  which  is  to-day  approached  with  much 
trepidation.  High  labour  and  mechanical  costs  coupled  with  a 
low  rate  income  make  the  provision  of  a weekly  service  a difficult 
task. 


The  chaotic  condition  of  the  law  allov/ing  for  either  the 
landlord  or  the  tenant  to  be  held  reponsible  for  dust-bins  results  in 
much  delay  in  obtaining  proper  rubbish  receptacles  for  every  house. 
The  present  distasteful  position  might  well  be  remedied  by  the 
provision  of  dust  bins  as  a rate-borne  service  as  is  becoming 
common. 

The  tip  could  well  have  a little  more  attention  if  the  labour 
situation  was  easier. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION . 

Terminal  disinfection  whilst  loosing  favour  in  ordinary  cases 
is  practised  in  serious  cases  and  an  issue  of  disinfectants  and 
soap  is  made  to  tuberculosis  cases. 

The  sporadic  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  Of  previous  years  were 
not  repeated. 

SCHOOLS. 

No  action  in  connection  with  sanitary  matters  in  schools  has 
been  taken  this  year.  The  standard  of  hygiene  in  schools  and 
canteens  is  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937- 

PART  I OP  THE  ACT. 


• INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


premi ses 

Number  on 
Register  (3) 

1 

Inspect  ions 
(4) 

Written 
Notices  (5) 

I 

r 

I 

Occupiers 
prosecuted(  6) 

M/c  line 

No.  (7) 

( i)  Factories  in  Sections  1, 

2 j 3,  k?  and  6 ... 

13 

13 

1 

— 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in(i). 

34 

32 

1 

— 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced 

4 

5 

— 

— 

3 

TOTAL 

j 

50 

2 

— 

8 


2.  CAGILS  vmiCH  DEFECTS  Vi^RE  FOUND. 

(if  defects  ere  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions,  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three 
or  more  ” cases" ) . 


part iculars 
(1) 

-■d 

d 

d 

o 

fin 

Remciied  (4) 

To  H.M. 

Inspector  (3) 

I Cr^ 

. o 

S 4^ 

. w 

K d 

Ph 

CO 

pQ  c: 

M 

CQ 

<iH-0 

CX-r-C 

-+-> 

DT- 

iD  CD 

E CO 
d O 

S P 

Pi 

M/c  line 

No.  (b) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature  (3.3) 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  ( 3. 6)  ... 

8 

3anitary  Conveniences  (3.7) 

(a^  Insufficient  ... 

_ 

_ 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  of  defective 

3 ■ 

3 

- 

1 

— 

10 

( c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

— 

1 

- 

60 

BakehouseLj  continue  to  be  dealt  with  more  under  the  lines 
of  Section  13  of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act  the  action  being  complementary 
to  any  which  could  be  taken  under  the  Factories  Acts. 

The  difficulty  in  providing  proper  sanitation  to  building 
sites  which  are  now  classified  as  Factories  should  not  be  insuperabli 

Pour  factories  were  radically  in^roved  as  regards  Sanitary 
matters  during  the  year. 

RIVER  POLLUTION . 

The  condition  of  the  brooks  due  to  obstruction  and  growth  of 
vegetation  is  reaching  a pitch  when  the  appropriate  authority 
might  be  approached  to  examine  the  possibilities  of  cleaning  of 
the  water  courses. 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

Very  little  work  has  been  done  or  is  necessary  regarding  the 
hours  of  closing  of  shops  beyond  certain  cases  where  advice  has 
been  given. 

The  sections  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Acts  are  found  to  be  more 
applicable  to  most  conditions  found  upon  inspection.  The  use  of 
the  qualified  Meat  & Poods  Inspector  for  food  sampling  would  cut 
out  a certain  amount  of  duplication  of  control.  A certaon  amount 
of  Food  & Drugs  Act  work  is  operated  by  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspectorate . 
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MARI^ETS 


The  Cat'tle  Market  drainage  has  now  been  corrplet ely  relaid 
with  a vast  improvement  to  the  sanitary  use  of  the  premises.  i/Vater 
points  and  flushing  arrangements  coupled  with  the  employment  of 
a Contractor  for  labour  have  also  been  laid  on. 

FETROLBUM  ACTS. 

i The  conditions  obtaining  at  several  establishments  Licensed 
to  store..-petroleum  etc.  give  rise  to  undue  fire  hazards.  It  is 
hoped  to  make  certain  proposals  which  could  be  embodied  in  new 
Licensing  Conditions  in  the  near  future.  - 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION. 

* ■ m • 

The  lack  of  clerical  staff  within  this  Department,  which  covers 
such  a wide  variety  of  subjects  and  demands  a scrupulous  attention 
to  details,  any  of  which  could  have  serious  repercussions  if  not 
correctly  completed  makes  the  work  unnecessarily  laborious  with 
loss  of  your  Inspector’s  time  and  consequent  efficiency.  Some 
internal  arrangements  whereby  regular  clerical  assistance  could 
be  made  available  must  be  made. 


10 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

Housing  in  all  its  aspects  continues  to  be  the  most  contentious 
subject  with  which  your  Inspector  is  concerned. 

Within  the  Boro‘ugh  numerous  families  drag  out  an  existence 
in  squalid,  cramped  surroundings.  Hundreds  of  young  people  live 
in  rooms  and  lodgings,  preys  to  the  rapacious  and  the  whims  of 
relations. 

The  in:provement s in  therapeutic  and  preventive  medicine  have 
resulted  in  an  increasingly  elderly  population  who  are  no  longer 
content  to  sit  in  the  corner  of  their  childrens’  homes.  With 
bitterness  and  frustration  the  young  people  deny  them.selves  the 
fulness  of  family  life  at  the  time  when  they  are  best  able  to  bear 
the  burdens  which  children  impose. 

The  problem  plumbs  the  depths  of  human  nature,  the  scale  on 
which  it  exists  is  fantastic.  In  six  years  since  the  \¥ar  we  have 
built  134  dwellings,  52  of  v/hich  were  providentially  Duplex  flats. 
This  was  effected  with  all  the  priority  which  bureaucracy  could 
muster.  Only  the  more  dangerous  and  unhealth  houses  were  demolishec 
whilst  the  re-housing  got  into  its  stride. 

The  waiting  list  for  homes  grew  at  a rate  of  approximately 
60  per  year.  A token  percentage  only  of  private  building  was 
allowed.  People  able  and  willing  to  solve  their  own  housing 
problems  were  refused  Licences,  and  cluttered  up  the  Housing  List. 

The  Council’s  meagre  financial  and  administrative  capacity  faced 
a load  it  was  never  designed  to  carry.  The  number  of  houses 
built  at  no  period  ever  reached  the  number  it  was  authorised  to 
erect . 


As  a complementary  evil  to  this  disastrous  state  of  affairs. 
Council  houses  passed  and  remained  in  the  hands  of  people  well  able 
to  look  after  themselves,  and  a generation  which  bore  the  brunt 
of  the  War  years  came  to  look  upon  a home  as  a back-room  in  another 
person’s  house.  Two  typical  cases  serve  to  outline  the  problem. 

Case  I Edi-Serviceman  married  five  years  pays  28/-  per  week 
for  bed-sitting  room,  Daventry  born. 

Case  II  Ex-Serviceman  married  ten  years,  two  children,  lives 

with  relations.  All  sleep  in  one  room.  Application 
six  years  old.  Daventry  family. 

Over  two  hundred  young  married  people  remain  on  the  Council’s 
List  and  some  of  these  although  occupying  a separate  house  live 
in  most  primitive  surroundings. 

There  are  however  social  and  moral  sides  to  this  problem. 

The  Council  has  wider  .Issues  at  stake  than  are  apparent  to  the 
casual  observer  it  must  care  for  the  whole  population,  the  indigent, 
the  feckless  and  the  sick;  and  in  this  instance;  all  tuberculosis 
cases  receive  the  utmost  consideration  from  the  Committee. 


Again,  by  long  useage,  many  townspeople  have  accepted  a very 
low  housing  standard.  Shared  decrepit  sanitation,  no  proper 
water  supply,  insufficient  drainage,  no  washing  accommodation  or 
food  storage,  lack  of  amenity  and  privacy  are  accepted  as  normal. 

It  is  moral  failure  to  find  people  of  relatively  high  income  groups 
content  to  live  in  such  surroundings  and  what  is  worse,  to  rear 
children,  in  such  'surroundings  when  they  could  afford  to  live  in 
pleasant  and  healthyhomes  if  they  so  chose. 

This  acquiescence  with  the  prevailing  squalour  of  the  town 
is  the  most  potent  enemy  in  the  struggle  to  re-habilitate  housing 
conditions  within  the  Borough. 


I .  INSPECTION  OF  DVyELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR . 

11(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

2 22(a)  Number  of  dv/el ling-houses  (inlcuded  un,der 
sub-head  1 above)  v\^hich  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

3. Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

U. Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ... 


227 

750 


10 


1'30 


I I .  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  23 


III.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POMERS  DURING  THE  YEAR . 

(a)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  9,  10  AND  16  OP  THE 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices ;- 

( a)  By  owiers  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners 


• • • 


(b)  PROCEEDIHaS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEiiLTH  ACTS  - 

("1 ) Number  of  dv/elling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  .o.  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  2 

•(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 


of  owners 

• • • 

— 

(c) 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  11  AND  13 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936:- 

OP  THE 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

of  which 

• • • 

8 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

in 

• • • 

2 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
informal  agreement  with  owners 

by 

o • • 

3 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  closed  in  pursuance 
of  undertakings  accepted  under  Section  11 

2 

(One  Demolition  Order  was  quashed  on  appeal  to  the  County 
Court  following  completion  of  works  to  Council’s  satisfaction) 

(d)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  OP  THE  HOUSING  ACT, 

1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  separate,  tenement s of  underground  rooms  in 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.  OVERCROV/DING . 

(a)  ( i)  Numbcrr.of  dv/ellings  overcrov/ded  at  the 

end  of  .the  year  ...  ...  18 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  31 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  144 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year.  ...  ...  6 

(c)  ( i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  33 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dv/elling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authorit.y  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 

of  overcrov/ding . ...  ...  ‘1 

The  house  concerned  is  sub-let  and  following  re-housing 
of  one  of  the-  sub-tenants  the  house  was  again  sub-let 
resulting  in  overcrowdiPxg. 


(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 

The  lack  of  suitable  small  houses  to  offer  young  married 
couples'  often  results  in  overcrowding  conditions  arising 
in  sublet  rooms.  Even  in  the  legal  light  that  even 
living-rooms  shall  be  counted  as  bed-rooms  before 
overcrowding  can  be  notified  the  houses  are  often 
overcrowded  by  reason  that  the  sexes  cannot  be  separated. 
A house  has  therefore  to  be  grossly  overcrowded  v/ith 
consequent  risk  to  health  and  morals,  before  notification 
becomes  possible. 


The  Council  Estat 

(a)  Pre-War  Estate 

(b)  Post  War  ” 

These  were 


e is  divided  into 
coiTpri  sing 

. . (I 


A total  of 


85  3 B.R.  houses 
20  2 B.R.  houses 
15  4 B.R.  houses 


two  main  groups :- 

120  dvi^el lings. 
134  dwellings. 

254 


totalling  120  in  the  Pre-War  Estate 


Since  the  War  the  Council  has  erected 

82  3 B.R.  houses 
52  Duplex  flats. 


A total  of  134  dwellings 


Occupation  Analysis. 


Tenant  only  houses 

PI  at  s 

1 

B. 

.R. 

26 

It 

2 

B, 

. R . 

26 

- • 

Houses 

2 

B. 

.R. 

16 

It 

3 

B. 

.R. 

134 

ti 

4 

B. 

.R. 

1 1 

213 


Sub-let  houses 

Houses 

2 

B.R. 

4 

• • 

tt 

3 

B.R. 

33 

It 

4 

B.R. 

4 

4l 

Density  over  whole  Council  Estate  - 4*07  persons  per  house. 
Density  of  private  houses  - - - 3*50  persons  per  house 
Density  over  Borough  as  a whole  - 3*63  persons  per  house. 
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Overcrowding  is  now  re-appearing  in  the  Duplex  flats  as  these 
dwellings  mainly  house  young  married  couples 

The  Council’s  eight  agricultural  houses  are  not  now  fully 
occupied  by  agricultural  workers  due  to  changes  in  occupation. 

The  Council  supervise  and  maintain  eight  huts  at  the  Royal 
Oak  Camp  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry. 
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SECTION  E . 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRINK. 


The  supervision  of  the  preparation,  handling,  storage  and 
sale  of  food  continues  to  occupy  a great  deal  of  time  and  its 
place  in  the  protective  work  of  Food  Hygiene  cannot  be  overestimated. 
It  is  hoped  that  education  and  encouragement  will  take  the  place 
of  punitive  action,  yet  occasions  arise,  when  neglect  of  precautions 
to  protect  the  consumer  should  be  punished. 

The  dilatory  attitude  of  some  employers  and  the  unsuitable 
premises  occasionally  to  be  found  combine  to  make  clean  food  more 
a dream  than  a reality.  The  situation  is  such  that  much  remains 
to  be  done. 

A C.O.I.  film  show  dealing  with  Pood  Poisoning  and  pest  Control 
was  given  during  the  year  and  despite  a personal  canvass  and  circular 
invitations,  only  three  people  connected  with  the  Food  Trade  were 
present . 

During  the  year  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  struck  the  County 
area  and  although  food  stuffs  from  the  factory  implicated  with  the 
outbreak,  were  sold  within  the  Borough,  only  informal  complaints 
were  made.  The  difficulties  associated  with  Notification  in 
these  cases  are  obvious  and  it  is  possible  that  a number  of  mild 
cases  existed.  The  stock  of  the  local  meat  factory  had  been 
checked  before  the  seasonal  Xmas  trade  and  a number  of  packs  of 
tinned  meat  (similar  to  that  concerned  in  the  outbreak)  had  been 
seized  and  condemned.  This  action  may  have  prevented  a local 
outbreak. 

Two  cafes  were  reported  as  having  totally  unsuitable  sanitary 
accommodation.  Closet  accommodation,  vmshing  facilities,  staff 
cloakroom,  and  ancillary  services,  drainage  etc.  are  proposed. 

One  complete  scheme  was  finished  during  the  year  with  a vast 
improvement  to  the  cafe’s  hygiene.  Several  outstanding  schemes 
were  completed  in  connection  with  retail  shops  and  manufacturing 
premises.  A dairy  firm  using  unsatisfactory  premises  is  endeavouring 
to  obtain  proper  storage  accommodation  for  the  utensils  etc. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Council  during  the  year 
that  difficulties  had  been  met  with  in  operating  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  i 949  and  deprecating  the 
divorce  of  functions  which  has  been  effected. 

A report  dealing  with  the  dual  control  of  Pood  and  Drugs 
Sampling  the  bulk  of  which  is  undertaken  by  the  Weights  and 
Measures  inspectorate  pointed  out  that  the  health  factor  in  this 
work  was  the  overriding  consideration. 

A request  that  dogs  should  not  be  allowed  to  have  access  to 
food  shops  was  made  to  the  trade  by  the  M.O.H.  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Ministry. 
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SECTION  P. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  VISITS 

DURING  TPIE  YEAR. 


Housing 

Repairs,  Demolitions  Visits  etc.  ...  ... 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Drainage,  V/.Cs.  sinks  etc.  ...  ...  ... 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Food  & Drugs  and  ancillary  provisions  ...  ... 

Food  - Inspection  and  Condemnation  ...  ... 

Meat  and  Pood  Establisliments  ...  ...  ... 

SH  Op  s ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Petroleum  Licensing  and  Supervision  ...  ... 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Verminous  Premises  and  Infestations  ...  ... 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning  ...  ... 

Burial  of  Dead  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pig  keeping  and  other  Animal  Complaints  ...  ... 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Theatres,  Hotels  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ... 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Temporary  Dwellings  and  Hutted  Accommodation  ... 

Interviews  and  Visits  to  Housing  Applicants  apart  from 
normal  Housing  or  overcrowding  complaints  ... 


496 

15 
193 

62 

95 

31 

17 

83 

35 

12 

3 

14 

23 

1 

114 

16 
41 

2 

19 

215 

2 

33 

587 


1 ,609 
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